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NZ Truck & Driver Allies with THE Expo 

With less than six months to go until THE (Transport and Heavy Equipment Expo) 

roars into action, preparations are well underway with both organisers and exhibitors 

gearing up for a big event, 5-7 March 2009 at Mystery Creek Events Centre, south of 

Hamilton. 

 

THE Expo is one of New Zealand’s largest trade exhibitions, second only to Fieldays, 

and is held every four years with the support of industry-leading organisations, the 

Motor Industry Association (MIA), NZ Truck-Trailer Manufacturers Federation (TTMF) 

and NZ Equipment Suppliers Association (ESA).  Communications Advisor, Nicole 

Foster, says that the support of the industry is crucial to the success of THE Expo.  

“This event is a fantastic selling, promotional and networking tool for the industry,” 

she says.  “Between them, our endorsees represent thousands of companies and 

individuals who can benefit from the event so it’s great to have their backing.” 

 

Organisers are delighted to welcome New Zealand Truck and Driver as a major 

sponsor of THE Expo.  “The addition of New Zealand Truck & Driver is fantastic news 

for this event,” says Foster.  “Along with it’s sister publications, New Zealand 

Truckbody and Trailer magazine, New Zealand Equipment Guide and New Zealand 

Logger, Truck and Trailer is the ideal partner for us in bringing this valuable 

marketing and recruitment opportunity to the industry.  The reach and influence of 

Truck and Driver and the other Allied Publications magazines will help us to make 

this a truly national event for the transport and heavy equipment industries.” 
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Following the success of the inaugural show in 2005, which attracted over 15,000 

predominantly trade visitors, more than 100 big players in the transport and heavy 

equipment industries have already signed up for the show, serving diverse markets 

including trucking and logistics, construction, quarrying, contracting, forestry and 

supporting industries.  “Previous exhibitors are getting in early for their preferred sites 

and the good news has spread, bringing in new suppliers as well,” says Foster.  “The 

addition of a forestry show to THE Expo is exciting news, and makes the event a true 

one-stop-shop for transport and heavy equipment across a diverse range of 

industries.  We’re looking forward to some really dynamic and eye-catching site 

designs and a programme full of equipment launches and activities.” 

 

The interactive nature of THE Expo is another key component in the show.  There is 

an entertainment and demonstration area featuring a range of equipment along with 

an adjacent area offering registered and booked visitors the ability to try exhibitors’ 

products for themselves.  Live Drive returns, offering a unique opportunity to test 

drive trucks over an 8 or 17 kilometre road course, the Training and Recruitment 

Village will attract trainees and employees to the industry and the popular Show ‘n 

Shine competition will again be held on Saturday, the final day of the event.  “THE 

Expo offers a full brand and event experience for the visitor and an unparalleled 

opportunity for exhibitors to reach their markets in a positive and interactive way,” 

says Foster.  “Building on the networking opportunities of this trade event, we have 

also added a hospitality village that will allow exhibitors and other organisations to 

host key clients at THE Expo to really make the most of the show.” 

 

THE Expo runs Thursday 5 March to Saturday 7 March 2009 at Mystery Creek 

Events Centre, south of Hamilton.  Entry to the event is free to those involved in the 

industry; online pre-registration is available now at www.theexpo.co.nz or phone 07 

843 4497 for further information.  Industry registration will also be available at the 

gate where the general public can purchase tickets - $15 for adults, $5 for children 

(aged 5-15 years) and $40 for a family of 2 adults and 2 children.  

(Ends) 
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